Sermon on 17.04.2022 by Pastor Kalmbach on
Easter at St. Mary's Church, Winsen (Luhe)

Dear sisters and brothers, dear Easter
congregation.
Imagine you go to the supermarket to buy some
flour and what do you see? A yawning
emptiness on the flour shelf. Two years ago it
was toilet paper, now it's flour and oil. Empty
shelves.
When my stomach is empty, it starts grumbling,
it's unhappy about this emptiness and wants
refills.
My printer announces itself many pages in
advance and tells me that the yellow cartridge
will soon be empty. Refill desired.
The water in the river in Niger or Somalia has
been empty for a long time and there is
drought. The emptiness brings desert, flight and
death.
Just last week we could read that only half of all
people living in Germany still belong to a
Christian church. And so our pews are emptying
as well.
In every area of our lives, an emptiness is always
somehow also a threat, or at least a condition
that we want to change.
When we say I'm empty, I can't do it anymore, I
have no strength left, it's a warning signal.
We also often see the so-called idle time as
wasted time. Only in school is a lost hour the
students' favorite time.
When something runs out, we want to refill it
immediately. Replenishment is important.
Emptiness is usually not seen as something
desirable.
And now the Easter message is: it's EMPTY. The
tomb is empty. The sermon text for today from
Mark 16:1-8 says, "Do not be afraid! You are

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look,
this is where they laid his body.
The tomb is empty. The stone was rolled aside,
Jesus' body was no longer there.
Women were the first witnesses and they ran to
tell the other disciples.

Since that empty tomb on Easter morning,
Christians have always celebrated the empty
tomb. And it is not like the ancient Egyptians,
where the tombs were robbed, because very
many valuable treasures were given with them
on the last journey of the pharaohs. Jesus was
laid in the tomb with only a sheet. So, there was
nothing there to be taken.
Therefore this was not about grave robbers, but
about an act of God. For 2000 years this empty
tomb has been a symbol of hope.
What a contrast to the graves we so often stand
at:
- A partner is laid to rest and the wife doesn't
know what to do next.
- A child dies - much too early. It is beyond
comprehension. With the child we put all our
hopes into the grave.
- A marriage breaks up and the great love ends
in turmoil and struggle.
- An accident leads to amputation or paralysis
and the family still had so much planned.
- Alcohol and drugs become a deeper and
deeper grave in which everything sinks and
breaks.
- Not to forget the many graves and mass graves
for people who had to be buried quickly during
the war, because bombs and snipers threaten
everywhere. No saying goodbye. Only grief and
horror and growing anger and hatred.
Many other graves exist in our lives. Graves
where our hopes die, where we see no way out,
where everything is blocked and we are stuck
like in a dead end. The graves in our lives are
terminal stops. They are filled up with our dead,
they are filled up with our hopes, they are filled
up with our dreams. Nothing is possible
anymore. Everything is on hold. No more hope.
But the tomb of Jesus is EMPTY. Not the end,
but rather the starting point for God's New
World.
With the empty tomb we have the hope of new,
eternal life, because Jesus did not remain with
the dead, but was raised, and so the empty
tomb became a symbol for the new way, for the
hope that fills us.

But the empty tomb also causes a lot of
disbelief. How can this be? Dead is dead.
Paul writes in his wonderful chapter on the
resurrection in 1 Cor. 15 the following sentence:
"If Christ is not raised, then our preaching is

void and empty, and empty then is your faith
also!" (1 Cor. 15:17) If the tomb was not empty,

then everything that followed would be empty
and lies. We would have deceived people for
over 2000 years. Our proclamation would be
empty, our faith would be a phrase. Without
meaning. Without power to change. Meaningless
and embarrassing.
But the tomb was empty.
God started something completely new. The
normal routine was turned upside down. God
started a new way. Like Columbus, he opened
the way to new territory and a completely
unimagined horizon spread out before us, a new
world.
The tomb is empty. That was the first message
on Easter morning.
And then the angel says the following words to
the women in the empty tomb: 7 Now go and

tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is
going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him
there, just as he told you before he died.”

Go to his disciples AND to Peter.
The first witnesses of the resurrection were not
to keep the message to themselves. Everyone
should know. First, the disciples, the closest
circle around Jesus. And also Peter. But, why is
he mentioned separately?
It has to do with his story. He told everyone that
he would never betray Jesus. He would always
stand by him, no matter what. And then things
got dicey and difficult and he betrayed his friend
three times in a row and then the rooster
crowed. And now he is mentioned specifically to
make it clear that he is NOT excluded because
of his history and actions. Because new
beginnings and forgiveness is God's favorite
thing.
Also you, Peter, and also you (... Your name!...),
you shall also get this new beginning and
experience the forgiveness of God. The message
of the resurrection is also for you. Amazing
grace is what we call it.
And then the women and the others are told to
go to Galilee. There they will see Jesus.
Mark's Gospel is special here because it
originally ended with this and the following

sentence. The other Easter encounter stories
came later in the other Gospels. And with this
commission to go to Galilee, the intention was
to make it clear: Go to where it all began.
There in Galilee, the land that was disregarded
by the Jews, there in the land of Jesus’
beginnings, people were healed and blessed.
People experienced encouragement and salvation
and healing. And that is where the disciples
were to go again.
The people in Galilee, they were people in need.
They were despised, they had no good prospects
for the future. But that is exactly where the
disciples are supposed to go back to. They are
not to stay in Jerusalem.
And we realize that this Galilee is everywhere also in our vicinity. And there in Galilee and in
the Galilees of our days, there we will see Jesus.
Jesus is present there.
And our text in Mark's Gospel ends with the
following sentence: 8 The women fled from the

tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they said
nothing to anyone because they were too
frightened.

We would certainly also be confused if we were
in the place of the women. Such a thing did not
exist before. Although, with Lazarus they had
already experienced something similar. But there
also the bewilderment was written in their face.
Fear and terror, so it is written in the German
translations.
In the Greek it is called however literally tromos
kai ekstasis. In medical terms we know of
tremors, a trembling in the body. The women
also had such a tremor on Easter morning. And
when we have a frightening experience, we
know that about ourselves too, that we tremble
in our whole body, or at least in our voice.
And with the tromos, there was an ecstasy. It is
a great pity, that the translation is rather
negative. The Greek word is much stronger and
we know it in English as well, namely ecstasy.
Someone is, so to speak, beside himself. He is so
seized by something that he can no longer
control himself. And this being seized is actually
not bad. Perhaps the translators of the Bible
were rather Northern German cool.
A trembling and an ecstasy seized the women.
This is an absolute emotional chaos. Like a roller
coaster in their heads.

Should this Jesus really have risen from the dead
and should what he had predicted be true? Pure
enthusiasm spread through them.
But oh no, that is not possible. Dead is dead.
But then where is his body? Was he stolen after
all? Who would do such a thing? And then fear
spread.
But the angel was not a dream, was he? We
heard his voice. So, it was all true? This can't
be? So they fled from this place, from this grave.
And then we have this cliffhanger. What's going
to happen next?
And the first readers did not want the Gospel to
end there. Because there were also many other
resurrection reports, and so already in the first
century the following verses were added:
9 After Jesus rose from the dead early on

Sunday morning, the first person who saw him
was Mary Magdalene, the woman from whom he
had cast out seven demons. 10 She went to the
disciples, who were grieving and weeping, and
told them what had happened. 11 But when she
told them that Jesus was alive and she had seen
him, they didn’t believe her.
12 Afterward he appeared in a different form to
two of his followers who were walking from
Jerusalem into the country. 13 They rushed back
to tell the others, but no one believed them.
14 Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples
as they were eating together. He rebuked them
for their stubborn unbelief because they refused
to believe those who had seen him after he had
been raised from the dead.
15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world
and preach the Good News to everyone.
Three things are important about this Easter
story:
1. the tomb was empty.
2. Galilee is everywhere and that is where Jesus'
disciples are to go.
3. trembling and ecstasy were the first reactions,
because what they experienced was hard to
believe and yet it turned everything upside
down and put everything on start.
God's power to fundamentally change people,
things and lives is something we can experience
in every birth, in every butterfly, in every spring
season, in every hug of enemies.
Jesus' tomb was empty on the first Easter
morning and God's new world has begun.

For you and me, too.
You and I, we are invited by God himself to be
there and to be partakers of this new world.
Because God has opened this new way not only
for a few people from Israel, but for all people
of this world.
That is why Jesus says: Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life. This new way is for you and
for me.
The Lord is risen. He is truly risen. Hallelujah.
Amen.
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